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By IAN BRODIE in Honolulu, Hawaii

A FORVIER Green Beret, ‘who was apparently
T sled into going to Libya as a military instruc
. -;‘tor sald yesterday that ke had met half 2 dozen -
Bntr.sa mercenasies there who were alao heip.ng

Gaddafi's-
forces. _ .-f‘ LR
‘were very
popular ‘in-. Tripoli because
they.got around the ban on
alcohok¥ by making their own
whisky, " said . . Mr Luke
Thompson, :. 47, ..a - -retired-

ann.ed-

- Imaster sergeant now hvmg

f

m Hawan.

The Bntans hke \Ir 'l'homp-
son, bad been recrnited by
:Edwin Wilson, the former CIA
agent who has made a fortune
‘helping to train’ and eqr.np Col
Ga daﬁ's fortes. RER R

Tn an. mterview Mr Thomp-

son said’ he learned that Lon- .

jdom - was Pwotal to Wilton's
1 operation. “He told me always
to stop-there on my way to or
from the United States. - .
““Fe’ smd“lt,was useful -for

! picking up supplies. getting new

‘orders: and especially for hand- .
carrying large amounts of cash.
- “That wasihis way of smugz-

. glieg’ bng sums back home, just
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sticking, ‘it in ‘a sh%rt pocket.- |
They-had- so much money that
5189 -notes carge at’ yon like
Green theld';tnmps.

“Told of-sgie honses

01 his ons trip. to Br:\am.
Thompson .82w from Libya to.
Gatwick wherd he was Joet by
Miss Robertz" Barzes, —.an

Amencan.workmg.foma Wllson

company called Brilhurst.

- He visited -the companys
office in Hans Read, Knigats-
bridge, West London, “ard
siayed overnmight at the Ber-
keley Hotel, leaving - for
‘Washington tho nevt day on
Concorde.

.He did not visit the Wilson
safe houses ia Sussex, but was
told about them.

Mr Thompson said he !\n-w
the British mercenaries only by

their first names. “ They were

hardcore people, not run-wof-
themill soldiers.” - .. -

- List experience .-

He mest them one evening in
July 1977, in Tripoli, when thev
were all summoned to a meeting

with Libya’s chief of intelii-
&ence, Abdullah Sanussi, who

is Col. GaddaR’s brother-in-law. .

*There were about 17- people
in the room at the Ministry of
Trade. Sanussi introduced us to
a Caot. Hadjazi and szid we
would be now uader his opera-
tional control. Then we all had
to BIl out sheets of feolscap
listing our military experieace

-and specialities. - .

“I don't drink, but mv
people who tried the British
rot-gut whisky said it was OX.
It had to have something going
for it, because lt was tbe ‘only
game in town.” .

: friends who h-=d
. retired frem the Green Berets. -

Being put under the com\
mand of a Libyan officer was
onz ol scveral factors that cop-
vinced 1Ir Thompson after
four weeks he was naot'on a
bona fide C1A mission, as !'e
kad been told. .

He fled 1o A:nerxca 2ad
poured “out his remarkable
story to military " intciligeace
officers.

An extmord nary feature of
N Tnompson 's narrzative is taat
/ ke wag siill a serying. soldier
wien he’was aporoached ta go
to Libva. The appreack was

made by Patrick Loomis, - a -

CIA ageat who bas smca been
sacked. .

Mr T nmpson said he checked
with miitary iateRigence o~
cers who, after some hesitation,
told him to go ahead with the
ruission uatil they ordered fuiiod

“to step.” R
Satisfied thh ‘these instruce
tions, and with the ensomrage-.

mect of a commandirz officer,
Mr Thomrson ronzded up four
recectly

" They flaw to Zorich amd mak
Wilson at the airport.” Thomoe-
son - said:
weulda't barzain with us — tha
pav was S6.300 (E3.400) 2 month
with a $10,000 (£5,280) bonus
at the end of a yearn . ..

But Mr Thompeson. became
suspicious, particularlv of one
Wilson aide, Doug Schiacter,
who bas since been indicted for
illezz) explosives exports.

M: Thompsen said he could
not believe the:'CIA would
employ such an incompetent-
and he decided to ﬂy home to
find out. g

* When I got there and called

military lmelbf’ence they said:
¢ Thank
were worried about vou. What

you are domv is to\ﬂlv illegal’.” -

“He tedd us he -

God yau're back, We-




